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D e a r  Gene ra l  R u s s e l l :  

Thank you f o r  your  l e t t e r  ar,d f o r  tkle cL2por tun i ty  t o  d i s -  
ccss probierns of  u t u a l  i n t c i r c s t .  I r e a l l y  do s t a n d  r e a d y  t o  
h e l p  i n  any way p o s s i b l e .  

A f t e r  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  I s t i l l  t h i n k  I would s e t t l e  on 
I v a n  Benne t t  a s  your  b e s t  h e t  t o  c h a i r  a n  a d v i s o r y  group on i3'd 
d e f e n s e  r e s e a r c h .  N o  c n e  i n  c i v i l . i a n  l i f e ,  b a r r i n g  a few ex -For t  
D e t r j c k  a lumni ,  exceed  h i s  o v e r a l l  g r a s p  of  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c ,  m j - l i -  
t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s ,  a l l  of which must be we11 i n  hand .  A 
number of o t h e r  s c i e n t j - s t s  s u r e l y  c o u l d  be v e r y  h e l p f u l ;  a l t h o u g h  
some of  t h e s e  a r e  s i t u a t e d  where t h e y  might  be l o a t h  t o  have a 
v i s i . b l e  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  m i l i - t a r y  r e s e a r c h .  Ivan  would be v e r y  
s k i l l f u l  i n  smoothing o v e r  any of t h e s e  o b s t a c l e s  t h a t  may a r i s e  
on p r t i c u l a r  j - s sues .  I w i l l  be  more t h a n  r eady  myself  t o  as- 
s i s t  i n  any way; and a s  I v a n  and I work t o g e t h e r  v e r y  smoothly 
t h a t  would be a l l  t h e  e a s i e r .  

Our t a l k  t o g e t h e r  a l e r t e d  m e  t o  t h e  g r a v e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  
ar7.se from t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s e p a r a t i o n  of  B W  d e t e c t i o n  f r o m  
d e f e n s e .  Very l i t t l e  i s  shared between t h e  means needed t o  
c h a . r a c t e r i z e  v i r u s e s  and ba.cte1i.a on t h e  one hand,  v s .  chemical. 
a g e n t s  on t h e  o t h e r .  I realize t h e  p o l i t i c a l  problems of  re- 
a r r a n g i n g  t u r f s  b u t  I wonder i f  you ~ m u l d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  making 
a swap: namely g i v i n g  to:ri.ns over t o  -the M a t e r i e l  Cormand i n  ex-  
change f o r  untrammeled j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  EW de- 
f e n s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  d e t e c t i o n .  Th7.s reduced  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  problems 
t h a t  a l s o  flow from hzv ing  H I 7  r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  (which by t r e a t y  
a ~ e  c o n s t r a i n e d  t o  d e f e n s e )  r u n  i n  t h e  same house as CW w i t h  i t s  
a c t i v e  o f f e r i s i v e  program. Y e s ,  one might  make some s i m i l a r  re- 
mark a b o u t  t o x i n s ;  but t h e s e  a t  l e a s t  be long  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  a l o n g  
wit-11 chemj-ca ls .  ( I f  t h e r e  i s  some way t o  r e a r r a n g e  t u r f s  & t h o u t  
a. swap so much t h e  b e t t e r .  ) I am riot go ing  t o  open my nou th  abou t  
t h i s  unt i .1  I l e a r n  much more a b o u t  i t .  



Major General Philip K. Russell 
DecemL-r 31, 1986 

Please let me know if there is anything else you would 
like me to do about suggesting or approaching advisors or in 
any other way. 

I notice that you were on the liaison committee for the 
recent vaccine development report of the Institute of Medicine. 
if you met with the committee you will a l s o  knox Furnell Choppin. 
He would be a prime candidate but I know that as Vice Presidelit 
and Scientific Director of the Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
he has shed just about a l l  of his outside commitments. Sam K a t 2  
is a very able f e l low but I don't think he has any deeper or 
nlore modern scientific perspective than Ivan Bennett would briny 
to the table. Maurice Hilleman is someone, need hardly be said, 
of vast experience but I would put hiin roughly next to Ted Wood- 
ward. 

One other scientist that oucjht to be approached is Dan 
Nathans at Johns Hopkins for whom I do have enormous regard. I 
don't know what hi.s views would be about serving on your comiit- 
tee; and on the whole I think it would be just as prudent to ask 
him to be a consultant and have Ivan chair it. 

Yours sincerely, 

(JkqALh , j- - 
JosKya Lederberg 
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